
Out-of-Province Ministerial Travel 
 (including expenses of participants and general expenses associated with travel) 

 
 

Ministry Highways and Infrastructure 

Title of Travel Western Transportation Advisory Council (WESTAC) 2018 Spring Forum 

Location Winnipeg, MB 

Date(s) May 3 - 4, 2018 

Participants 

Honourable David Marit, Minister of Highways and Infrastructure 
David Cooper, Chief of Staff to the Minister of Highways and Infrastructure 
Blair Wagar, Assistant Deputy Minister, Planning and Policy, Ministry of 
Highways and Infrastructure 

Purpose of 
Travel 

WESTAC forums are very informative and great venue for collaboration 
and networking with senior leaders from other western governments and 

supply chain leaders. 

Total Travel Expenditures for Participants 

Air Travel (including airfare and airport service fees) 
 

$0.00 

Ground Travel (including taxis, car rentals, parking, trains, and buses) $226.40 

Accommodation (including room charges, incidentals, related taxes and 
fees) 

$1,158.86 

Meals (personal per diem meal claims) $172.00 

Miscellaneous (including temporary cell phone upgrades, fax and internet 
charges, passport and visa fees, medical and inoculation fees, laundry and 
dry cleaning, and other sundry expenditures) 

$0.00 

Subtotal $1,557.26 

General Travel Expenditures 

Business Hosting Expenses (luncheon and/or dinner meetings hosted by 
the Government of Saskatchewan, including food, beverages, catering staff, 
service charges, equipment, and entertainment) 

n/a 

Miscellaneous (Including meeting rooms, translator and interpreter fees, 
police security, publications, shipping charges, gifts) 

n/a 

Subtotal $0.00 

TOTAL $1,557.26 



  

Overview of Travel and Objectives 

 
The theme of the WESTAC 2018 Spring Forum was “Evolution in Transportation:  Incremental 
Steps Towards Optimization”.  The forum explored opportunities to advance the Western 
Canadian transportation system over the next five years.  System change is complicated, 
especially in an industry with such a diverse stakeholder community and complex history.  The 
aim of this meeting was to explore options to improve things in incremental ways. 
 
Presentations included: 
 
State of Transportation across the West (2 Parts). These sessions included presentations on 
transportation policy across the west from Minister Marit, Minister Ron Schuler (Manitoba) and 
Minister Claire Trevena (British Columbia) and Minister Richard Mostyn (Yukon). 
 
Data and Supply Chain Visibility – A Made in Canada Solution. This session included 
presentations from Lawrence Hanson, Assistant Deputy Minister, Policy, Transport Canada, 
Christian Dea, Chief Economist & Director General, Transportation and Economic Analysis, 
Transport Canada, and Robin Sylvester, President and CEO, Vancouver Fraser Port Authority. 
 
The WESTAC forum provides an opportunity for world-class speakers to address a broad range 
of topics of interest to other organizational leaders.  This is to determine how issues raised will 
impact individual stakeholders and the Western Canadian transportation system. 
 


